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To whom it may concern

Wien, 18 February 2015

Letter in Support of the Chinese Young Physicists Tournament 

Dear Sirs!

I have been with the International Young Physicists Tournament (IYPT) since 1998 and
was organizer of the International Competition in Vienna in the year 1999. In this period I
had a scientific collaboration with Prof. Dr. Xu JingJun, vice president of Nankai University,
and  so  we  had  the  opportunity  to  exchange  ideas  on  teaching  physics  and  training
students. In 2007, he proposed to send an observation team from Nankai University to the
International Competition in Seoul (South Korea), among them Prof. Dr. Li ChuanYong,
Prof.  Zhou  WenZhuang,  and  Prof.  Dr.  Cao  XueWei.  These  colleagues  were  very
enthousiastic and motivated by their first experience with IYPT and returned to Nankai
University to put into effect an incredibly marvellous success story in China.

The competition, originating from former Soviet Union, targets on teaching research work
for  students  of  the  secondary  high  school  level.  It  is  known  to  successfully  promote
creative thinking, scientific reasoning, presentation skills and cooperation abilities of the
students an. To my opinion, the remarkable popularity  of IYPT results from the fact that it
generates an atmosphere where working hard in the team brings fun, satisfaction, and
acknowledgement  by  their  peers  for  the  participants.  Similar  to  team  sports,  social
behaviour  and team spirit  are  encouraged.  The typical  gender  split  observed in  other
physics competitions is evened out due to the variety of qualifications demands.

Starting up from scratch in 2008, the colleagues have built up an impressive network of
participating schools all  over  China,  organized regional  competitions  and hosted IYPT
already in 2009. Nankai University not only joined IYPT community but gained a leading
and internationally reckognized role within IYPT community. Furthermore, they invented a
new type of competition, namely the Chinese Undergraduate Physics Tournament (CUPT).
This new competition at  University  level  has attracted many universities of  China and
became a  key activity for training students in physics research. The success of Nankai
has been discussed in many forums of didactics and has internationally established the
excellent  reputation  of  Nankai  University  as  an  innovative  think  tank  for  educational
principles and methods based on the idea of the Young Physics Tournament.

Best regards,

Prof. Dr. Romano A. Rupp


